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Federal and State Courts in Illinois 
 
I. Federal Appellate Courts 

A. Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals 
1. In General 

a. The 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands have been divided 
up into twelve geographic circuits, following a pattern first set by Congress in 
1866 (14 Stat. 209), and a court of appeals has been established for each. U.S. 
Const. art. III, § 1; 28 U.S.C. § 41. A thirteenth circuit, the Federal Circuit, was 
established with special jurisdiction codified at 28 U.S.C. § 1295. 

b. The Seventh Circuit is composed of Illinois, Indiana 
and Wisconsin. 28 U.S.C. § 41. 

c. The United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit holds regular sessions in Chicago. 28 U.S.C. § 48. There are eleven Circuit 
Judges (plus additional Senior Circuit Judges), each of whom is appointed by the 
President, by and with the consent of the Senate, to hold office during good 
behavior. U.S. Const. art. III, § I; 28 U.S.C. § 44. The courtrooms, chambers of 
the circuit judges and clerk's office are on the 27th floor of the Dirksen Federal 
Office Building, 219 S. Dearborn St., Chicago. 

2. Local Rules 
a. Both the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure and the 

Seventh Circuit rules (called "Circuit Rules") are available in the West rules book 
for Illinois, in Sullivan's, in the Practitioner's Handbook for Appeals to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, and on WestLaw. The current 
practitioners' handbook is available from the court's web site. 

3. Web Sites 
a. Seventh Circuit dockets and other helpful information 

is available on the Court's web site at http://www.ca7.uscourts.gov. 
b. If your case goes to the United States Supreme Court, 

you should consult that Court's web site at http://www.supremecourtus.gov. 
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B. District Courts in the Seventh Circuit 
1. In General 

a. The 50 states and the District of Columbia have been 
divided up into 90 judicial districts, with a United States District Court established 
for each. 28 U.S.C. §§ 81-132(a). District judges are appointed by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to hold office during good behavior 
(i.e., life terms). U.S. Const. art. II, § 2, cl. 2; 28 U.S.C. §§ 133(a), 134(a). 

b. United States Magistrate Judges are appointed by the 
judges of each United States District Court. Full-time Magistrate Judges serve 
eight-year terms; part-time Magistrate Judges serve four-year terms. 28 U.S.C. 
§ 631(a), (e). They have limited powers, codified at 28 U.S.C. § 636, and have 
additional authority if the parties consent.  See Fed. R. Civ. P. 72-73 and Forms 
33-34A.  These are not Article III judges. 

c. United States Bankruptcy Courts have been 
established as a unit of each United States District Court. 28 U.S.C. § 151. 
Bankruptcy Judges are appointed by the judges of their circuit's Court of 
Appeals, after being recommended by the Judicial Conference, to hold office for 
terms of 14 years. U.S. Const. art. II, § 2, cl. 2; 28 U.S.C. §§ 152, 153(a). These 
are not Article III courts. 

d. Courts have also been established for Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, but these are not 
Article III courts. U.S. Const. art. IV, § 3, cl. 2; 28 U.S.C. § 119; 48 U.S.C. §§ 
1424, 1611, 1694. District courts in the territories also function as the 
bankruptcy courts, and separate bankruptcy judges may be appointed. 28 U.S.C. 
§ 152(a)(4). 

e. Some states comprise a single judicial District, while 
others (such as Illinois) have been divided into several judicial Districts. A 
number of judicial Districts (including one of the three Illinois Districts) contain 
statutory Divisions, with court facilities located in each Division. The jurisdiction 
of the District Courts for each state do not cut across state boundaries, with two 
exceptions — the District of Wyoming includes all of Yellowstone National Park 
(which includes parts of Montana and Idaho), and the District of Hawai`i 
includes several territorial islands (not part of the State of Hawai`i). 28 U.S.C. §§ 
91, 92, 106, 131. 

2. Illinois U.S. District Courts 
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a. Northern District of Illinois (Chief Judge at 
Chicago) 28 U.S.C. § 93(a). 

(1) Eastern Division -- Chicago 
(a) Composed of the following counties: 

Cook, Du Page, Grundy, Kane, Kendall, Lake, La Salle, and Will. 
(b) Courtrooms and chambers of 

approximately 21 District Judges, 10 Senior District Judges, and 8 
Magistrate Judges on various floors of the Dirksen Federal Office Building, 
219 S. Dearborn St. The Clerk's office is on the 20th floor. Bankruptcy 
court for Will, LaSalle, Grundy and Kendall counties sits in Joliet at EMCO 
Plaza Building, 57 West Jefferson Street, 2d Floor, Joliet IL 60432. 

(c) The phantom Wheaton courthouse: 
Congressman Henry Hyde attached a provision to a bill that amended 28 
U.S.C. § 93(a) to allow the Northern District, Eastern Division to hold court 
at Wheaton. Pub. L. 106-130, 113 Stat. 1677 (Dec. 6, 1999). The trouble 
was, he never asked Chief Judge Aspen whether the court wanted to add 
a Wheaton courthouse. The word from sources at the court is that no one 
asked for this amendment, and the court has no plans to act on it. 

(2) Western Division -- Rockford (Winnebago 
County) 

(a) Composed of the following counties: 
Boone, Carroll, De Kalb, Jo Daviess, Lee, McHenry, Ogle, Stephenson, 
Whiteside and Winnebago. 

(b) Courthouse is at the Federal Building, 
211 S. Court St. There is one District Judge, one Bankruptcy Judge, and 
one Magistrate Judge. Filings for the Western Division must be made in 
Rockford, not Chicago, other than the complaint, which still can be filed in 
Chicago (N.D. Ill. L.R. 5.1). 

(3) Web Sites 
(a) http://www.ilnd.uscourts.gov — District 

court; includes links for full text of the local rules and local forms, and for 
proposals to amend local rules. 
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(b) http://www.ilnb.uscourts.gov — 
Bankruptcy Court; includes links for local rules. 

b. Central District of Illinois (Chief Judge at Peoria) 
28 U.S.C. § 93(b) 

(1) Not separated into Divisions, but the Local 
Rules have effectively created divisions (C.D. Ill L. R. 40.1). 

(2) Peoria Cases — Peoria (Peoria County) 
(a) Cases arising from the following 

counties are filed in Peoria: Bureau, Fulton, Hancock, Knox, Livingston, 
Marshall, McDonough, McLean, Peoria, Putnam, Stark, Tazewell and 
Woodford. 

(b) Courthouse is at 100 N.E. Monroe St. 
There are two District Judges (one is Chief Judge), one Bankruptcy Judge, 
one Recalled Bankruptcy Judge, and one Magistrate Judge. 

(3) Springfield Cases — Springfield (Sangamon 
County) 

(a) Cases arising from the following 
counties are filed in Springfield: Adams, Brown, Cass, Christian, De Witt, 
Greene, Logan, Macoupin, Mason, Menard, Montgomery, Morgan, Pike, 
Sangamon, Schuyler, Scott and Shelby. 

(b) Courthouse is at 600 E. Monroe St. 
There is one District Judge, one Senior District Judge, one Bankruptcy 
Judge, one Recalled Bankruptcy Judge, and two Magistrate Judges. 

(4) Rock Island Cases — Rock Island (Rock 
Island County) 

(a) Cases arising from the following 
counties are filed in Rock Island: Henderson, Henry Mercer, Rock Island 
and Warren. 

(b) Courthouse is at 211 19th St. No judges 
preside full-time in the Rock Island Division. District Judges, Magistrate 
Judges and Bankruptcy Judges from the Peoria Division come to the Rock 
Island Division to hold hearings on cases within that Division (with 
occasional matters heard in Peoria). Files are maintained in Rock Island. 
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(5) Danville/Urbana Cases — Urbana 
(Champaign County) 

(a) Cases arising from the following 
counties are filed in Urbana: Champaign, Coles, Douglas, Edgar, Ford, 
Iroquois, Kankakee, Macon, Moultrie, Piatt and Vermilion. 

(b) Courthouse is in Urbana at 201 S. Vine 
St. There is one District Judge, one Senior District Judge and one 
Magistrate Judge. Bankruptcy court is in Danville at 201 N. Vermillion 
Street. There is one bankruptcy judge. 

(6) Web sites 
(a) http://www.ilcd.uscourts.gov — District 

court; includes links for full text of the local rules and local forms. 
(b) http://www.ilcb.uscourts.gov — 

Bankruptcy Court; includes links for local rules. 
c. Southern District of Illinois (Chief Judge at 

Benton) 28 U.S.C. § 93(c) 
(1) Not separated into Divisions, but the Local 

Rules have effectively created divisions (S.D. Ill. R. 40.1). However, the 
Court may assign cases filed in one division to judges in the other. (Id.) 

(2) Benton Cases — Benton (Franklin County) 
(a) Cases and causes of action which arose 

in the following counties are filed in Benton: Alexander, Clark, Clay, 
Crawford, Cumberland, Edwards, Effingham, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson, Lawrence, Massac, Perry, 
Pope, Pulaski, Richland, Saline, Union, Wabash, Wayne, White and 
Williamson. 

(b) Courthouse is at 301 W. Main St. There 
is one District Judge, one Senior District Judge, and one Magistrate Judge. 
The Bankruptcy Judge from East St. Louis also hears cases in Benton. 

(3) East St. Louis Cases — East St. Louis (St. 
Clair County) 
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(a) Cases and causes of action which arose 
in the following counties are filed in East St. Louis: Bond, Calhoun, 
Clinton, Fayette, Jersey, Madison, Marion, Monroe, Randolph, St. Clair and 
Washington. 

(b) Courthouse is at the Melvin Price 
Federal Building, 750 Missouri Ave. There are three District Judges (one is 
Chief Judge), two Senior District Judges, one Bankruptcy Judge and two 
Magistrate Judges. 

(c) The Bankruptcy Judge holds hearings in 
two other courtrooms in the Southern District in addition to East St. Louis 
and Benton (Bankr. S.D. Ill. Bankr. R. 5001-2): 

--  Alton, Federal Building (501 Belle St.) 
--  Effingham, County Office Building (101 N. 4th St.) 

(4) Web sites 
(a) http://www.ilsd.uscourts.gov — District 

court; includes links for full text of the local rules and local forms. 
(b) http://www.ilsb.uscourts.gov — 

Bankruptcy Court; includes links for local rules. 
d. Local Rules 
Each of the three Districts has local rules and separate local 

bankruptcy rules. The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and all local rules of the 
Illinois U.S. District Courts are available in the West rules book for Illinois, in 
Sullivan's, on WestLaw, and at several web sites. 

3. Other District Courts in the Seventh Circuit 
a. Indiana U.S. District Courts — Indiana is divided into 

the Northern and Southern Districts. The Northern District is separated into the 
Fort Wayne, South Bend and Hammond Divisions. (The Hammond Division 
includes courtrooms in Hammond and Lafayette.) The Southern District is 
separated into the Indianapolis, Terre Haute, Evansville and New Albany 
Divisions. (The Indianapolis Division includes courtrooms in Indianapolis and 
Richmond.) 28 U.S.C. § 94. For more information, consult the courts' web sites: 
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http://www.innd.uscourts.gov  
http://www.insd.uscourts.gov  

b. Wisconsin U.S. District Courts ---- Wisconsin is divided 
into the Eastern and Western Districts. There are no Divisions within the districts 
but there are multiple court locations. Court for the Eastern District is held in 
Green Bay, Milwaukee and Oshkosh. Court for the Western District is held in Eau 
Claire, La Crosse, Madison, Superior and Wausau. 28 U.S.C. § 130. For more 
information, consult the courts' web sites: 

http://www.wied.uscourts.gov 
http://www.wiw.uscourts.gov  

4. Federal Courts Web Site Directory 
a. The Administrative Office of U.S. Courts includes a 

handy list of links to the web sites of all federal courts. 
 
II. The State Court System in Illinois 
“The judicial power is vested in a Supreme Court, an Appellate Court and Circuit 
Courts." Ill. Const. art. VI, § 1. 

A. Supreme Court 
1. In General 

a. Seven Justices popularly elected for ten year terms; 
three from the First Judicial District and one each from the Second, Third, Fourth 
and Fifth Judicial Districts. Ill. Const. art. VI, §§ 3 and 10. 

b. Sits in Springfield with five terms beginning on the 
first second Monday in September, November, January, March and May. 705 
ILCS 10/2. 

c. Each Justice has own office in home Judicial District. 
Justices from the First Judicial District have offices at 160 North LaSalle, 20th 
Floor. 
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d. Clerk's office is in Springfield, with a satellite office on 
20th floor of 160 North LaSalle. The Chicago office accepts motions and 
objections to motions in cases on appeal from the First Judicial District; 
everything else must be filed in Springfield. 

e. Jurisdiction and procedure for appealing to Court: Ill. 
Const. art. VI, 4; S. Ct. Rules 302, 315-318, 381-383, 603.   

f. Rules of the Supreme Court are available in the West 
and Michie ILCS rules volumes, West rules book for Illinois, Law Bulletin's Illinois 
Courts Binder, in Sullivan's, and on WestLaw. 

2. Web site 
a. The Court operates a web site for both the Supreme 

Court and the Appellate Courts at http://www.state.il.us/court. 
B. APPELLATE COURTS 

1. In General 
a. The 102 counties of Illinois are divided into five 

Judicial Districts. 
b. You have to keep up to date not only regarding rules 

changes, but also boundary changes. In 1997 the legislature attempted to 
redraw the map of appellate judicial districts. The Judicial Redistricting Act of 
1997, PA. 89-719, codified at 705 ILCS 21, became effective on March 7, 1997. 
Three days later it was held unconstitutional by the Circuit Court of Cook County, 
and appeals ensued. On November 17, 1997 the Illinois Supreme Court struck 
down the Act for violating the Illinois Constitution. Cincinnati Ins. Co. v. 
Chapman, 687 N.E.2d 1066 (order of Nov. 17, 1997), and 181 Ill.2d 65 (opinion 
of Feb. 3, 1998). The next day the court issued Administrative Order No. M.R. 
13692, reprinted at 687 N.E.2d 1067, directing that the old map is to be used. 
The court also transferred hundreds of cases that had been filed under the new 
map. Legislative activity and/or court action affecting boundaries could always 
occur, so call the appropriate court clerk before you file to make sure you are 
doing so in the correct district. 

c. All appellate judges are popularly elected for ten year 
terms. Ill. Const. art. VI, § 10; 705 ILCS 25/1. 
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d. Jurisdiction and procedure for appealing to Court is 
outlined in Ill. Const. art. VI, § 6; S. Ct. R. 301, 303-308. 

e. With the approval of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, an appellate court may sit at any place in Illinois. S. Ct. R. 22(a)(i ). 

2. The Five Judicial Districts 
a. The First Judicial District entirely consists of Cook 

County, and it sits at Chicago. Ill. Const. art. VI, § 5; 705 ILCS 20/1; S. Ct. R. 
22(a)(I). There are at least 18 judges, currently grouped into six divisions by 
order of the Supreme Court, all located on the 20th floor of 160 North LaSalle. 
705 ILCS 25/1(b); S. Ct. R. 22(a)(1); 1st Dist. R. 1(1). 

b. The Second Judicial District is made up of 13 counties 
across the northern part of Illinois. See 705 ILCS 20/2. The court sits at Elgin 
and there are at least 6 judges. S. Ct. R. 22(a)(1); 705 ILCS 25/1(c). 

c. The Third Judicial District is made up of 21 counties 
across the north-central part of Illinois. See 705 ILCS 20/3. The court sits at 
Ottawa and there are at least 6 judges. S. Ct. R. 22(a)(I ); 705 ILCS 25/1(c). 

d. The Fourth Judicial District is made up of 31 counties 
across the south-central part of Illinois. See 705 ILCS 20/4. The court sits at 
Springfield and there are at least 4 judges. S. Ct. R. 22(a)(I); 705 ILCS 25/1(c). 

e. The Fifth Judicial District is made up of 37 counties 
across the southern part of Illinois. See 705 ILCS 20/5. The court sits at Mount 
Vernon and there are at least 6 judges. S. Ct. R. 22(a)(1); 705 ILCS 25/1(c). 

3. Local Rules 
a. The First Judicial District has its own rules. 
b. The other four districts have a uniform set of rules. 
c. Rules of the appellate courts are available in the 

Michie ILCS rules volume, in the West rules book for Illinois, Law Bulletin's 
Illinois Courts Binder, in Sullivan's, and on WestLaw. 

4. Web Site 
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a.  The Appellate Court does not operate a specific web 
site. The Supreme Court site includes pages devoted to the Appellate Court, but 
it does not provide docket information. 

C. Circuit Courts 
1. In General 

a. The 102 counties of Illinois are grouped into 21 
Judicial Circuits, except that the counties of Cook, Will and DuPage are not 
grouped with any other counties. Ill. Const. art. VI, § 7(a); 705 ILCS 35;1. 

b. All Circuits are numbered, except for Cook County. 
There is a special Circuit for Cook County called the Cook County Judicial Circuit. 
Ill. Const. art. VI, § 7(a); 705 ILCS 35/1. The organization of that Circuit is 
discussed more fully in II.D, below. Helpful web sites for the Cook County 
Judicial Circuit: 

Court: http://www.cookcountycourt.org   
Clerk: http://www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org  

c. Other Circuits in Chicagoland: 
(1) Twelfth Judicial Circuit: Will county; main 

courthouse at Joliet, with other court offices in Bolingbrook, Braidwood, 
Lockport, Monee, New Lenox, and Wilmington. Helpful web site for the 
12th Judicial Circuit: 

Clerk: http://www.willcountycircuitcourt.com  
(2) Sixteenth Judicial Circuit: De Kalb, Kane and 

Kendall counties; Chief Judge sits at Geneva (Kane county), with other 
courthouses in Sycamore (De Kalb county) and Yorkville (Kendall County). 
All traffic, misdemeanor, DUI, divorce, family, juvenile and criminal felony 
cases are heard in the Kane County Judicial Center in St. Charles. Helpful 
web sites for the 12th Judicial Circuit: 

Court: http://www.co.kane.il.us/judicial   
Clerks: http://www.cic.co.kane.il.us  
 http://www.dekalbcounty.org/CirClrk/circuit_clerk.html 
 http://www.co.kendall.il.us/circuitclerk/index.htm  
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(3) Eighteenth Judicial Circuit: Du Page county; 

main courthouse at Wheaton, with Field Courts in Addison. Downers 
Grove, Glendale Heights, and a second Wheaton location. Helpful web 
sites for the 18th Judicial Circuit: 

Court: http://www.dupageco.org/circuitcourt  
Clerk: http://www.dupageco.org/courtclerk  

(4) Nineteenth Judicial Circuit: Lake and McHenry 
counties; Chief Judge sits at Waukegan (Lake county), with McHenry 
county courthouse at Woodstock. Helpful web site for the 19th Judicial 
Circuit: 

Court: http://www.19thcircuitcourt.state.il.us  
Clerks: http://www.lakecountyil.gov/CircuitClerk/Default.htm 
http://www.co.mchenry.il.us/Common/CountyDpt/circuit/default.asp  

d. From time to time, the legislature has reapportioned 
the judicial circuits. The most recent change occurred in 1985, when Iroquois 
and Kankakee counties were removed from the Twelfth Judicial District and 
placed in a new Twenty-First Judicial District. (P.A. 84-1030, § 1 (effective Nov. 
20, 1985).)  Thus, one needs to be aware that the borders can change. 

2. Local Rules 
a. Court rules for the Judicial Circuits are available in 

West Illinois Rules Pamphlet (Volume III), Law Bulletin's Illinois Courts Binder, in 
the Michie ILCS rules volume, and in Sullivan's. For Cook County Circuit Court, 
the General Orders of the Court are also printed in Law Bulletin's Illinois Courts 
Binder, and Sullivan's, and on the court’s Web site. The Law Bulletin binder also 
collects the General Orders of the First Municipal District. Administrative Orders 
of the Circuit Court of Cook County are published in the Chicago Daily Law 
Bulletin and the court’s Web site but are not collected in rule books. 

3. Judges 
a. Circuit Judges: popularly elected for six year terms. 

Ill. Const. art. VI, §§ 7(a) and 10; 705 ILCS 35/2. Some are elected from a 
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Judicial Circuit at large, while others are elected from districts created within a 
Judicial Circuit. 

b. The Circuit Court of Cook County was recently divided 
into fifteen subcircuits for purposes of election of all Circuit Judges. 705 ILCS 
35/2f; 705 ILCS 50. 

c. Associate Judges: appointed by majority vote of the 
Circuit Judges for terms of four years. III. Const. art. VI, §§ 8 and 10; S. Ct. R. 
39. 

D. Circuit Court of Cook County 
The Circuit Court of Cook County is organized into three “Divisions" in order to 
manage its tremendous case load. 

1. Municipal Department 
a. The Municipal Department handles disputes involving 

smaller dollar amounts and certain specific types of actions. 
b. Subject Matter: Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.3(b and d) 

(1) Civil actions and proceedings at law for 
money not in excess of $30,000 (First Municipal District) or $100,000 (all 
other Municipal Districts) 

(2) Actions of replevin for property of value 
not in excess of $30,000 (or $100,000 outside the First Municipal District) 

(3) Actions of forcible entry and detainer, 
and proceedings ancillary and supplemental thereto, including attachment, 
garnishment, distress and citation 

(4) Actions and proceedings filed by 
municipal corporations seeking relief, including injunctive relief, except 
proceedings in which the validity of a zoning ordinance is in controversy, 
for: 

(a) enforcement of building, housing 
and zoning ordinances; 
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(b) appointment of receivers in cases 
seeking enforcement of building, housing and zoning ordinances; 
and 

(c) demolition of dangerous, unsafe 
and uncompleted buildings. 

 (5) Actions commenced to create 
receiverships under the Rental Property Utility Service Act, 765 ILCS 735/2 
(relating to remedies of tenants and utility companies where service will 
be cut off due to nonpayment by landlord) 

(6) Civil actions brought by the Illinois 
Attorney General under the Public Aid Code, 305 ILCS 5, to recover money 
paid to public aid recipients to which they were not entitled 

(7) Actions of Administrative Review under 
625 ILCS 5/11-208.3 (relating to parking violations), and of vehicle 
impoundments under ordinances 8-8-060 and 8-20-015 of the Municipal 
Code of Chicago (1993) 

(8) Actions brought under the Controlled 
Substance and Cannabis Nuisance Act, 740 ILCS 40/1 

(9) Petitions for changes of name in 
Municipal Districts 2-6 (these may also be heard downtown in the 
Chancery Division) 

(10) Actions for administrative review or 
enforcement of final administrative decisions regarding municipal code 
violations 

(11) Criminal and quasi-criminal actions and 
prosecutions commenced by complaint or information 

(a) This is not to be confused with 
criminal matters brought through the Criminal Division of the 
County Department. See Part II.D.2.a(6), infra. To add to the 
confusion, the same facility (26th & California Ave.) is the forum for 
some criminal cases from the Municipal District and the Criminal 
Division. 
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Note: Actions in equity go to the County 
Department, Chancery Division. 

c. Six Municipal Districts: Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.3(a) 
(1) The Municipal Department is divided 

into six geographical "Districts."  These Districts follow the boundaries of 
the City of Chicago and the various Cook County townships. 

(2) However, where a municipality straddles 
the borders of more than one township, the entire municipality is assigned 
to one District. Therefore, one can create a chart showing all the 
municipalities in Cook County and their associated Municipal Districts. 

(3) First Municipal District --- City of 
Chicago. Courts at the following locations: 

(a) Civil matters: Daley Center 
i) Forcible Entry and Detainer Section (Gen. Ord. 90-23(M); 

91-1(M); 97-5(M)) 
ii) Housing Ordinance Violations Section (Gen. Ord. 66-10(M)); 

Housing Division (Gen. Ord. 98-16(M)) 
iii) Civil Trial Section (formerly the Personal Injury Section and 

the Non-Personal Injury and Contract Section) (Gen. Ord. 
95-1(M); 98-5(M)) 

iv) Supplemental and miscellaneous proceedings 
v) Small Claims Court: 

a) Matters under 82,500 brought by 
persons represented by counsel are handled by appropriate team 
(A-E) but invoke special small claims rules 

b) Pro Se branch (Gen. Ords. 72-
8(M)), 92¬12(M)) --- Matters under $1,500 brought pro se are 
handled by special pro se court 

(b) Traffic Court: Daley Center, lower 
level, concourse level and 4th floor. The Traffic Division for the First 
Municipal District handles only tickets issued within the geographic 
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boundaries of the City of Chicago.  Municipal Districts 2-6 handle tickets 
issued within Cook County, but not within the City of Chicago 

(c) Criminal Courts: 26th and California 
Ave., Daley Center and branch courts throughout Chicago organized by 
subject matter (such as: general felonies, general misdemeanors, 
narcotics, gun violations, domestic violence, child abuse, retail theft, 
public housing, public transportation, conservation, paternity, license 
violations, pollution violations, boiler inspection violations, unemployment 
compensation fraud, sales tax revenue, and mass arrests). 

Many of the branch courts are administratively 
organized into Sections: 

i) Felony Preliminary Hearing Section (Gen. Ords. 87-16(M), 
90-21(M)) 

ii) Misdemeanor Section (Gen. Ords. 87-17(M), 90-20(M)) 
iii) Domestic Violence Section (Gen. Ord. 90-22(M)) 

(4) Second Municipal District — 
Townships of Evanston, Maine (other than Rosemont), New Trier, Niles, 
Northfield (other than Prospect Heights), and Wheeling (Des Plaines only). 
Main District Courts at Skokie Civic Center, 5600 Old Orchard Rd., with 
branches in other parts of the District. 

(5) Third Municipal District  — 
Townships of Barrington, Elk Grove, Hanover, Leyden (Rosemont and 
Schiller Park only), Maine (Rosemont only), Northfield (Prospect Heights 
only), Norwood Park (other than City of Chicago), Palatine, Schaumburg, 
and Wheeling (other than Des Plaines). Main courts at Rolling Meadows 
Civic Center, 2121 Euclid Ave., Rolling Meadows, with branches in other 
parts of the District. 

(6) Fourth Municipal District — 
Townships of Berwyn, Cicero, Leyden (other than Rosemont and Schiller 
Park), Oak Park, Proviso, River Forest and Riverside; also the parts of the 
municipality of Bensenville that are in Cook County. Main courts at 
Maywood Civic Center, 1500 Maybrook Dr., Maywood, with branches in 
other parts of the District. 
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(7) Fifth Municipal District  — Townships 
of Lemont, Lyons, Orland, Palos, Stickney and Worth; also the parts of the 
municipalities of Tinley Park and Crestwood that are in Cook County.  
Main courts at Bridgeview Civic Center, 10220 S. 76th Ave., Bridgeview, 
with branches in other parts of the District. 

(8) Sixth Municipal District — Townships 
of Bloom, Bremen, Calumet, Rich and Thornton. Main courts at Markham 
Civic Center, 16501 S. Kedzie Parkway, Markham, with branches in other 
parts of the District. 

2. County Department 
a. Six Divisions: Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.1. The County 

Department is divided into six Divisions by subject matter: 
Law Division 
Chancery Division 
Domestic Relations Division  
Probate Division 
County Division 
Criminal Division 

(1) Law Division – Courts are at the Daley Center, and 
now Law Division matters may be heard in the courtrooms of Municipal Districts 
2-6 in compliance with Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.1(a)(4) 

(a) Subject matter (Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 
2.1(a)(1)) — civil actions at law, whether or not a jury is demanded, 
except: 

i) actions for money not in excess of $30,000 (or $100,000 
outside of the First Municipal District), unless a tax claim in 
excess of $3,000 is involved (punitive damages may be 
included if court allows) 

ii) actions of replevin for property of value not in excess of 
$30,000 (or $100,000 outside of the First Municipal District) 
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iii) actions of forcible entry and detainer 
iv) actions arising under the Parentage Act of 1984, 750 ILCS 

45/1 
v) Actions brought under the Land Titles Act of 1897 [now the 

Registered Titles (Torrens) Act, 765 ILCS 35] 
(b) Non-individual Calendars (Gen. Ord. 1.2, 

§ 2.1(a)(3)): a/k/a/ "take a number and we'll call you" 
i) Case Management Call — formerly known as the 

"progress call," attorneys must appear when case called and 
be prepared to comply with S. Ct. R. 218. Judge is now 
same as Motion Call A-F judge. 

ii) Motion Section — Motion Calls A-F 
iii) Assignment Section --- Room 2005 
iv) Pretrial Mediation Section 
v) Trial Sections 

a) Jury Trial Section 
b) Non-Jury Trial Section 

vi) supplemental proceedings (e.g., enforcement of a 
judgment, citations to discover assets, garnishments, etc.) --
- go to Tax and Miscellaneous Remedies Section; see (c)(iv), 
below 

(c) Individual Calendar Sections (Gen. Ord. 
1.2, § 2.1(a)(3)) — Individual judges hear cases from initial filing to final 
disposition 

i) General Calendar Section — Hears cases of all types that 
would ordinarily have been on Law Division non-individual 
calendar (3 judges, calls H, I and J) 

ii) Commercial Calendar Section — Hears commercial 
disputes that would ordinarily have been on Law Division 
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non-individual calendar (7 judges, calls N, Q, S, T, U, V and 
W) 

iii) Complex Litigation Management Section — New 
section created to provide judicial resources to manage 
complex litigation consistent with S. Ct. R. 218. Eligible cases 
are those requiring intensive judicial supervision and 
management, including, but not limited to, medical 
malpractice, mass tort litigation, common disasters such as 
airplane crashes, actions involving multiple parties or other 
unusual fact situations which necessitate extensive pretrial 
activity or extended trial time (2 judges currently assigned, 
calls X and Z) 

iv) Surety Section — Same judge hears all phases of surety 
cases 

v) Tax and Miscellaneous Remedies Section (Gen. Ord. 
1.2, § 2.1(a)(3)(viii)) — Cases are assigned docket numbers 
beginning with 50,000 (e.g., "07 L 53172"). Same judge 
hears all phases of cases involving: 
a) replevin 
b) condemnation 
c) habeas corpus 
d) ejectment 
e) citations  
f) garnishments 
g) executions 
h) levies 
i) attachments and other supplemental proceedings 
j) statutory summons under the Workers' Compensation 

Act (820 ILCS 305/19) 
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k) administrative review under the Unemployment 
Insurance Act (820 ILCS 405/1100) 

l) all tax matters including administrative review of such 
matters when the amount in controversy exceeds 
$3,000 regardless of the remedy requested (except 
administrative review of Property Tax Appeal Board 
final decisions under 35 ILCS 200/16-195) 

Most of these are discrete proceedings and do not usually 
involve motions or fact-finders, but it could happen. 
(2) Chancery Division 

(a) General Chancery Section (Gen. Ord. 
1.2, § 2.1(b)(1)) — 14 judges (Calendar Nos. 1-14); hears actions and 
proceedings, regardless of the amount of the claim, concerning: 

i) class actions 
ii) arbitration 
iii) injunctions 
iv) temporary restraining orders (other than matters 

brought under the Controlled Substance and Cannabis 
Nuisance Act, 740 ILCS 40/1) 

v) mandamus  
vi) quo warranto 
vii) changes of name 
viii) declaratory judgments 
ix) interpleader 
x) ne exeat 
xi) specific performance 
xii) rescission of contracts 
xiii) reformation of contracts 
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xiv) creditors rights 
xv) complaints for contribution 
xvi) actions to quiet title 
xvii) setting aside of deeds 
xviii) partition 
xix) equitable liens 
xx) redemption rights 
xxi) declarations concerning or construction of trusts and 

wills (other than during the period of an estate 
administration, see Probate Division) 

xxii) appointment of trustees, successor trustees and the 
removal of trustees (other than during the period of 
estate administration, see Probate Division) 

xxiii) receiverships 
xxiv) accounting cases 
xxv) dissolution of partnerships and corporations, or other 

proceedings under the Corporations and Partnership 
Acts, 805 ILCS 

xxvi) proceedings under the Uniform Gifts to Minors Act. 
760 ILCS 20 

xxvii) statutory review 
xxviii) certiorari except under the Workers' Compensation 

Act, 820 ILCS 305/19 
xxix) all administrative review (except tax matters, matters 

under the Unemployment Insurance Act, 820 ILCS 
405/1100, and matters concerning vehicle 
impoundment under ordinances 8-8-060 and 8-20-
015 of the Municipal Code of Chicago (1993)) 
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xxx) all other actions or proceedings formerly cognizable in 
courts of Chancery not otherwise provided for above 

(b) Mortgage Foreclosure/Mechanics' Liens 
Section (Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.1(b)(2)) — Hears all actions and proceedings 
concerning: 

i) Mechanics' Lien rights under contracts, either 
expressed or implied 

ii) liens on chattels for labor or storage 
iii) all other lien remedies available under 770 ILCS 

5/0.01, et seq. 
iv) all actions and related proceedings initiated under the 

Illinois Mortgage Foreclosure Act, 735 ILCS 5/15-1101 
et seq. 

(3) Domestic Relations Division (Gen. Ord. 1.2, 
§ 2.1(c)) — At Daley Center, judges are grouped into teams (Teams A through 
E), but also several individual calendars (21-23, 51-54, 61-64). Also special 
courts for expedited hearings, expedited child support, independent orders of 
protection, and enforcement. Various individual calendars for Domestic Relations 
Division cases now have been established in the courtrooms of Municipal Districts 
2-6. The Division hears actions or proceedings concerning: 

(a) dissolution of marriage 
(b) legal separation 
(c) declaration of invalidity of marriage 
(d) custody 
(e) actions brought to modify or enforce 

provisions of orders or decrees requiring the payment of maintenance or 
support 

(f) actions commenced under the Uniform 
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act, 750 ILCS 20 
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(g) actions to enforce orders requiring 
payments from persons legally responsible for the support of persons who 
are recipients under the Illinois Public Aid Code, 305 ILCS 5 

(h) actions arising under the Parentage Act 
of 1984, 750 ILCS 45/1 (concurrent with Law Division) 

(i) petitions for civil orders of protection 
where the parties involved are married or formerly married to each other 

(j) petitions for civil orders of protection 
where the parties involved are not married to each other and have not 
been married to each other 

(4) County Division (Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.1(d)) — Hears 
actions and proceedings concerning: 

(a) mental health 
(b) adoption of children and the taking of 

any and all consents pertaining to any adoption matters 
(c) marriage of minors 
(d) inheritance taxes 
(e) elections 
(f) actions brought under Article 14 of the 

Illinois School Code of 1961 (see 105 ILCS 5/14-8.01) 
(g) actions brought under The Land Titles 

Act of 1897 [now the Registered Titles (Torrens) Act, 765 ILCS 35] 
(h) proceedings pursuant to S. Ct. R. 754 

(issuance, challenge and enforcement of subpoenas in ARDC 
investigations), and 764 (post-disbarment duties of disciplined attorneys) 

(i) review of final decisions of the Property 
Tax Appeal Board pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/16-195 

(j) actions filed to forfeit property seized 
pursuant to the Criminal Code of 1961, as amended, the Cannabis Control 
Act, the Controlled Substances Act, Methamphetamine Control and 
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Community Protection Act and forfeitures attendant to prohibition against 
illegal money laundering 

(k) other matters formerly cognizable in the 
County Court of Cook County not otherwise provided for 

(5) Probate Division (Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.1(e)) — At 
Daley Center (Calendars 1-15). The Division hears actions and proceedings 
concerning: 

(a) probate and contest of wills and 
testamentary instruments 

(b) claims against an estate arising in 
contract, tort or otherwise 

(c) actions and proceedings arising under 
the Illinois Power of Attorney Act, 755 ILCS 45 

(d) administration of estate of decedents, 
disabled persons, minors and wards 

(e) contracts to make a will 
(f) construction of wills 
(g) appointment of testamentary trustees 

during the period of administration 
(h) appointment of receivers pursuant to S. 

Ct. R. 776 (attorney disability, disappearance or death) 
(i) Item not related to probate: petitions 

pursuant to the Illinois Insurance Code to permit an insurance company to 
make payments on a structured settlement of a claim for personal injury 
to anyone other than the beneficiary of the settlement, or by the 
beneficiary of such a structured settlement to assign the payments of the 
settlement to another (see 215 ILCS 5/155.31) 

(6) Criminal Division (Gen. Ord. 1 .2, § 2.1(0) — 
Hears: 

(a) criminal actions and prosecutions 
commenced by indictment or information 
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(b) related matters arising under the Mental 
Health and Developmental Disabilities Code, 405 ILLS 5 

(c) proceedings commenced under the 
Sexually Violent Persons Commitment Act, 725 ILCS 207 

(d) criminal actions and proceedings 
concerning habeas corpus 

(e) extradition in criminal matters 
(f)  petitions to expunge records of arrest 

pursuant to the Criminal Identification and Investigation Act of 1931 [now 
the Criminal Identification Act, 20 ILCS 2630] 

3. Juvenile Justice and Child Protection Department 
a. Two Divisions (Gen. Ord. 1.2, § 2.2) 

(1) Juvenile Justice Division — At 1100 S. 
Hamilton Ave., Chicago, and on certain days of the week a judge travels 
to the courtrooms of Municipal Districts 2-6. The Division hears actions 
and proceedings arising under Articles I and V of the Juvenile Court Act of 
1987, 705 ILCS 405, and related matters arising under: 

(a) Parentage Act of 1984, 750 ILCS 45 
(b) Mental Health and Developmental 

Disabilities Code, 405 ILCS 5 
(c) School Code of 1961, 105 ILCS 5 

(2) Child Protection Division — Hears actions 
and proceedings arising under Articles I, III and IV of the Juvenile Court 
Act of 1987, 705 ILCS 405, and related matters arising under: 

(a) Parentage Act of 1984, 750 ILCS 45 
(b) Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Code, 

405 ILCS 5 
(c) School Code of 1961, 105 ILCS 5 
(d) Probate Act of 1975, 755 ILCS 5/11-I, et seq. 
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While I have made an effort to verify the accuracy of the information in 
this outline, the administrative organization of the courts systems in Illinois, the 
subject-matter handled by those courts, and the resources/websites made 
available by those courts are all subject to change.  An independent confirmation 
of this information is necessary as part of your practice of law. 

        Avidan J. Stern 
         LYNCH & STERN LLP 

 


















